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REIGN or PETER II. 


BY THE LATE Mrs, VIGOR. 


NEVER BEFORE PUBLISHED, 


WITH 


A PREFACE AND NOT Es. 


PARFACE 


Former collection of Let- 
« ters from Ruſſia” by this 
ingenious lady, publiſhed, with 
her own conſent, in her life-time, 
1775, having been well received 
by the public, the Editor doubts 
not that the following, found 
among her papers ſince her de- 
ceaſe, being equally intereſting, 
will meet with the ſame favourable 
reception. They are printed ſo as 

to be bound up with the others. 
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(vw) 
The late Mrs, Vigor was the 
daughter of the rev. Mr. Good. 
win, aclergyman of large fortune 
in Yorkſhire, which, after her bro- 
ther's death, devolved to her, and 
: was married, 1. to Thomas Ward, 
eſq. Conſul General to Ruſſia, 
1728; 2. to Claudius Rondeau, 
eſq. Reſident at that court, Nov. 
23, 1731; and 3. to William 


Vigor, eſq. of Taplow, Bucks, 
whom ſhe long ſurvived. She 
died at Windſor, September 12, 
1784, aged 84. The following 
juſt character of her appeared 
ſoon after in the Gentleman's Ma- 
gazine. 


« Her 
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« Her loſs will be ſeverely felt 
« by the neighbouring poor, a- 
«* mongft whom ſhe was con- 
« ſtantly ſearching after proper 
« objects for the exerciſe of her 
« charity and benevolence, To- 
« gether with great chearfulneſs 
of mind, and equality of tem- 
per, ſhe retained an uncommon 
* quickneſs of apprehenſion, and 
* vigour of underſtanding, to the 
time of her death. Having 
% lived much in the world, and 
* being well acquainted with 
books, her converſation was the 
* delight of all who had the plea- 

« ſure 


1 
* ſure of knowing her. Of the MW « | 


e yivacity of her wit, and her ta- 
<« lents for obſervation, the public 


cc 0 

had a ſpecimen in a volume of 8 
Letters from a Lady reſiding in ¶ had 
© Ruſſia to her friend in England, by 


1775, Which ſhe was in a man- {11 
ener obliged to publiſh, to pre- 1 
« vent a ſpurious and incorrect T 
te copy from being obtruded on 
« the world. At a time of life re- w 
% markable for apathy and indit- 
« rence, ſhe poſſeſſed a degree 0 


te ſenſibility, and a tenderneſs of 
« feeling, approaching almoſt tc 1 
« weakneſs; numberleſs example 5 
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« of which will occur to her 
« friends on peruſing this faint 
« ſketch of a moſt amiable and 
« engaging character.” 

Some of the above thoughts 
had been before expreſſed in verſe 
by another of her friends in the 
following manner : 


"The young and gay may ſometimes hate 
The old, both peeviſh and ſedate, 
And even ſhun their ſight : 
But ſenſe and age, combin'd with mirth, 
Which ſmil'd on V1cor's happy birth, 
And nature here unite, 
Theſe charm alike both old and young, 
Attentive to the matron's tongue, 
They catch her air and voice 
Ape, with accompliſhments like theſe, 
The moſt inanimate muſt pleaſe, 


And be their taſte and choice. 


Then 
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Then think not us ſo dull a pair, 
Who wiſh not age and ſenſe to ſhare, 
And hear their converſe ſweet :; 
Impatient for the hour we wait, 
Which calls us to that honour'd gate, 
Where wit and wiſdom meet, LE? 


ba, 
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LETTERS, &. 


LETTEN I. 


Peterſburgh, , 1728. 


Dear Madam, 


A Ship being ready to depart puts 

me in mind of giving you ſome 
account of myſelf, or, what is more 
agreeable to me, of enquiring after 
you, What I have yet ſeen of this 
place worth communicating is, Arik, 


This Letter, it is evident, is provious in 
date to all that have been printed. 


B the 
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the citadel, the decorations of which 
(or, I believe, to ſpeak properly, I 
ſhould ſay, the works) as a citadel, I 
know nothing of ; but the church, in 


which is the burial place of the Im- n 
perial family, is handſome ; though as m 
they have no ſears of any ſort in their & 
churches, not being allowed any other 6 
poſture than kneeling or ſtanding, it 60 
gives a naked appearance to the edi- 6 


fice in my eyes. The body of Peter 60 
the Great has ſtood under a canopy 
in this church till the corpſe of the 
dutcheſs of Holſtein, his eldeſt daugh- 
ter, was brought hither about a fort- 
night after we arrived. Why his body 
was then put into the vault, or why 
it was not done before, I know not. 
This daughter of his, who was mar- 
ried to the duke of Holſtein [Gottorp] 
not long before her father died [1725 
is ſaid to have been a complete beauty, 

and 


C03 
and all her pictures repreſent her at 
ſuch z but her mind was maſculine, 


A very ſenſible woman, now married 
to a Hanoverian, who ſerved her 


many years, has entertained me with 
many of her maxims; one was, that 
% fear is ſo mean a paſſion, that ſhe 
„ could have no conception how it 
could poſlibly enter into a human 
* breaſt,” another, that © where life, 
* and a crown, were in competition, 
te the firſt was of no value, if it in- 
c terrupted the laſt.” After the 
death of her mother, when Menzikoff 
determined to marry the Emperor 
Peter II] to his daughter, as he knew 
her ſpirit, he ſent her and her huſband 
into their own country, on very ſhort 
notice, and ſuffered none but their 
own domeſticks to ſee them, after the 
order, till they ſet out. The ſituation 
of their houſe made it neceſſary for 

B 2 them 
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them to walk ſome diſtance to go on 
board barges which carried them to 
the ſhip: they were guarded in this 
walk as priſoners; the duke was 
compoſedly filent, but ſhe called to 
every ſoldier ſhe ſaw, and aſked them 
if they would tamely ſuffer a daugh- 
ter of Peter the Great to be ſo treated 
by one of his ſlaves. When the officer, 
who commanded her guard, repre- 
ſented to her, in the moſt reſpectful 
and ſubmiſſive manner and terms, how 
improper ſuch appeals to the ſoldiers 
were, ſhe gave him a box on the ear, 
and aſked how he dared to treat an 
Imperial princeſs in ſo diſreſpectful a 
manner. She died in childbed. The 
child (a ſon) furvives. It is thought, 
that rage and reſentment occaſioned 
her death. Her corpſe lay in ſtate 
tor many days after its arrival, before 
its interment, My curioſity led me 

5 to 
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to ſee it, It ſtood under a canopy, 

with a ſtool at the head and feet, and 

on each ſide, On the ſtool on the 

right ſide, on a cuſhion, was her coro- 
net as a daughter of Ruſſia; onthe 

left, that as dutcheſs of Holſtein. 

At the head and feet, in the fame man- 

ner, were the enſigns of the order; I 

think, that of St. Catherine. Two la- 
dies of the firſt quality, repreſenting 
two ladies of her bedchamber, with (ix 
of an inferior rank, ſtood round the 
corpſe, dreſſed in long crape veils 

which, covered them from head to foot, 
face and all. At the feet ſtood two 
colonels of the guard, their regimen- 
tals very like the Roman military 
dreſs. As both of their perſons were 
fine, though not young, they were to 
me ſtriking figures, and added greatly 
to the ſolemnity of the ſcene. 


B 3 I this 
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I this minute ſee the ſhip coming 
down the river which is to fend a boat 
on ſhore for this letter; ſo can add 
nothing more of Ruſſia, but hope you 
will not forget that you have a friend 
there who is moſt truly, &c. 


LET- r 
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LETTER III. 


Peterſburgh, Feb. 1728. 


Dear Madam, 


Newichſtanding the declaration of 

your naughty hufband, when he 
tore us aſunder, ſome months ago, of 
not ſuffering us to receive a letter from 
each other, for the firft year of our ſe- 
paration, I hope this will get to you, 
and find you well, as alſo our ſweet 
little fellow. From that aforeſaid 
naughty man you will have heard 
ſomething of us, as I have ſeen many 
letters directed to him from the count» 


* This and the two following Letters are in 
date the IId, IVih, and Veh. 
B 4 ing 
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ing-houſe. You charged me to tell 
you ſomething of this.country 1n every 
letter, but you have heard fo much of 
this place, that I am at a loſs what to 
tell you, You uſed to ſay, of the wax 
buſt of my uncle, taken in this coun- 
try, that it repreſented the perſon ſo 
perfectly, that one could not help 
ipeaking to it. I have been to ſee one 
of Peter the Great, and his youngeſt 
daughter, done by the ſame hand. He 
1s fitting in a great chair under a ca- 
nopy, dreſſed in blue, trimmed with 
filver, in the hat which he wore at the 
battle of Pultowa, and which was 
there ſhot through. The holes made 
by the balls, (or ſhould I ſay, bullets?) 
you are made to remark by the officer 
in waiting, for there is one, night and 
day, on that poſt, His daughter, the 
princeſs Nathalia, in a- full dreſs, is 
ſtanding by him, with her hand in _ 
ic 


Pl 
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She ſurvived him only ten days, and 
died at ſeven years old. From the 
moment ſhe heard he was dead ſhe 
never ſhed one tear, (though ſhe had 
wept almoſt continually during his 
illneſs), but refuſed all ſorts of food, 
nor could perſuaſions or threats pre- 
vail with her to take any kind of ſuſ- 
tenance, but ſhe was actually ſtarved 
to death, and was buried with him at 
her own requeſt. This figure repre- 
ſents her as a beauty, and it is ſaid 
ſhe was ſo, and that the figure is very 
like her. What ſuch a ſpirit would 
have produced, had ſhe lived, I leave 
you to conjecture, A repreſentation 
of this truly great man, and this at- 
fectionate child, as much as if you 
really were in their preſence, filled my 
mind with ſuch a train of ideas, that, 
after ſtanding to look at them a great 
while, I burſt into tears, but was 


rouſed 


E 


rouſed from my contemplations by the 
officer's flying to me, ſeizing my hand, 
and kiſſing it with eagerneſs, and in 
tears, He ſaid ſomething to Mr. 
Ward, who invited him to dine with 
us, and told me, that he ſaid, he 
* revered me for the tenderneſs I ex-. 
** preſſed for his dear departed father 
* and maſter.” This ſcene, and the ſur- 
priſe of the man's firſt emotion, had ſo 
aftected my ſpirits, that I was glad to 
get home, and recover myſelf, before 
he came to dinner. He was a Ruls, 
and quite an enthuſiaſt to his departed 
ſovereign. During the converſation 
at and after dinner, not one word of 
which I underſtood, he ſpeaking no 
language but his own, Mr. Ward, 
who ſpeaks it well, diſcovered he had 
been an acquaintance of my late un- 
cle, and, on hearing I was his niece, 
he redoubled his profeſſions of friend: 

ſhip 
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ſhip for me, and offers of ſerving me 
in any way in his power. This little 
adventure has occaſioned a good deal 
of mirth between Mr. Ward and ſome 
of his old acquaintance here. 
Remember you are to be very mi- 
nute in every thing relating to your- 
ſelf, and our dear little man, and parti- 
cularly whether you have any thoughts 
of producing a rival to him, I can- 
not wiſh him to be an only one, as I 
have often reproached his mother with 
being ſpoiled from that cauſe; but 
that has not abated my friendſhip for 
her, or made me the leſs her, &c. 


LET- 


L.E T TER III. 


Peterfburgh, Feb, 1728, 


Dear Siſter, 


. an Engliſh ſhip- builder“ in 

came upon buſineſs to your bro-M. mn 
ther. As he was out and Mr. Ron-W,, G 
deau with him, I aſked this man to Las 
drink tea with me. Knowing he had * 
more opportunities of ſeeing the great hip 
Peter in his hours of recreation, as ings 
well as in thoſe of buſineſs, than moſt TP 


* Probably Mr, Cozens, who attended the by Ss 
great Peter from England, father of the pte. ©1915 


ſent ingenious painter, Mr. Alexander CozensWexpl: 
to whom prince Menzikoft was ſponſor, as wait to 
the Emperor to his brother Peter (deceaſed). ¶ roy- 
? 

at la 


othelitand 
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other people, having travelled up the 
country with him on the affairs of his 
navy, and that he 1s very communt- 
cative, I aſked him what had firſt ſug- 
geſted the thoughts of maritime at- 
firs to that monarch, as I had heard 
that in his younger days he had an 
averſion to water? He ſaid, “ why, 
„ madam, have not you icen the little 
e Grandſire yet”. Finding I did not 
know what he meant, he ſaid, it was 
2 boat that did belong to a merchant- 
ſhip, which was caſt away near Arch- 
angel, and this boat remained on 
the ſhore ; that his Majeſty, coming 
by, ſaw it, and aſked ſo many queſ- 
tions about it, that the uſe of it was 
explained to him. He then ordered 
it to be repaired, and ſome people to 
row, and fail in it before him; and 
at laſt went in it himſelf, notwith- 
ſtanding his diſlike to the water, or- 

| dered 
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dered it to be carried to Moſcow, et 
himſelf about acquiring knowledge in 
maritime affairs, and, as you knoy, 
came to England, and Holland, to 
learn the art of ſhip-building, and 
built St. Peterſburgh. When he had 
a fleet, this boat was brought to Pe- 
terſburgh. The whole fleet was drawn 
out before Cronſtadt ; the empreſs and 
all her court, very finely dreſſed, went 
on board the largeſt ſhip in' order to 
receive the emperor, who went on 
board this boat at Peterſburgh, more 
dreſſed than he had ever been ſeen to 
be, and, followed by a magnificent 
yatch, he was rowed by ſix admirals, 
and fteered by the great admiral, to 
Cronſtadt, and quite through the fleet, 
where he was ſaluted by every ſhip. 
He then was rowed to the ſhip where 
the empreſs was, where a grand en- 


tertainmeat was provided, and he per- 
/ formed 
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formed the ceremony of naming the 
boat the little Grandfire, and it was 
put on board the yatch, with all forts 
of naval honours, and conveyed to St, 
Peterſburgh, and put into a houſe built 
on purpoſe for it, where it is now 
kept, and a centry conſtantly at the 
door, I engaged this honeſt ſhip... 
builder, who was in raptures all the 
time he was repeating theſe particulars 
to me, to eſcort me this morning to 
ſee this extraordinary machine; I mean 
extraordinary in its conſequences, I 
know your curioſity about every in- 
cident relating to that great prince, 

which has led me into this long tale. 
But you muſt now give me leave to 
drop Ruſſia, and to take a trip in ima- 
gination to“ * * *. Well then, I en- 
ter about a quarter before ſix; * 
ſees me come in out of the coach-yard, 
not having patience to drive round 2 
the 
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don't chide, but my tears oblige me 


(- 20-3 
the front. He runs to call his maſter, 
who is with his workmen, I meet little 
; who has juſt depoſited the tea- 
things in the drawing- room. She flies 
not to you, ladies, above ſtairs, but 
to Mrs. , who has juſt begun 
her tea; with the ladies bodily attend. Ile t. 
ants ſhe hurries into thedrawmg-room, plea 
and embraces me, and I her, too full will 
for utterance; when down run you, from 
leaving your two elders behind you. | 


By the time we have expreſſed our joy, 
enters brother Ward, and a freſh ſcene 


to ſ 
ling 
you 
emo 
am: 
him, 


of joy ſucceeds. The moment ] have 


ſwallowed my tea, he hurries me out 
to ſee how our plantations thrive, and 
ſnew me thoſe in which you have aſ- 
fiſted him, and then down the mea- 
dow to ſee how the buylding goes on. 
I find it almoſt finiſhed, admire the 
neatneſs of it and then, then, then— 
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to ſay, dear ſiſter, when will this plea- 
ling reverie be realiſed? Oh! I hear 
your brother's ſtep; I muſt hide my 
emotion; for if I cannot aſſiſt him, I 
am at leaſt determined not to diſtreſs 
him, which, I know, I ſhould, were 
he to ſuſpect that I was not perfectly 
pleaſed with my preſent ſituation, I 
will therefore only add loves, as due, 
from, dec. ws 094 
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LETTER lv. 


Peterſburgh, Feb, 1728, 


Dear Madam, 


E agreeable flattery, that you 

uſed to me, before I left Eng- 
land, of chuſing to take the taſk on 
yourſelf of correſponding with me, 
gave me too much pleaſure for me to 
bear a diſappointment in it without 
great regret. But I have been a lit- 
tle comforted, by a letter from Miſs 
„, who tells me, that a right ho- 
nourable is a conſtant viſitor at... and 
has been favoured with a tete-a-tete 
with you in your dreſſing-room, which 
accounts for your not keeping ſo 


ſtrictly to your word as I hoped you 
P would 


( 19 7 
would have done. His lordſhip's taſte 
is ſo good, that I hope his qualifica- 
tions and merits are unexceptionable ; 
and then, I imagine, I may foon wiſh 
you joy of being a counteſs. If ſo, 
may all the happinefs the marriage 
{tate is productive of be yours! 
I ami now a little ſettled, but have 
the mortification of knowing that it is 
only for a ſhort time; for as the court 
is at Moſcow, and is likely ro ſtay 
there, we muſt go thither as ſoon as 
the froſt and ſnow make the road 
paſſable for ledges. This ſeems to 
me as a ſtill farther remove from my 
friends; for though this place has now, 
in the abſence of the court, none of 
me people of faſhion left in it, yet it 
e has all the trading people, many of 
che military, and alſo the members of 
ſeveral of the colleges, as they are 
ſtyled here, ſuch as that of commerce, 
C 2 naval, 
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naval,” and ſeveral others; but where 
any of theſe have any of the nobility 
in them, they are with the court, or 
on their own eſtates, and only thoſe 
of an inferior rank are left here, 
Amongſt theſe are ſome very conver- 
ſible people; ſo that with their ac- 
quaintance, work, and a book, I could 
be very well contented to ſtay here, 
inſtead of rambling farther. 

I was laſt week at the wedding of 
the governor of this place, connt Mu- 
nich, “ to the widow of a Ruſſian no- 
bleman, a count Soltikoff, She is 
either a German, or a Livonian ; J 
do not know which. Her firſt huſ— 
band, whoſe name was Malza, was a 
Livonian, by whom ſhe has a daugh- 


* See a note on count Munich in the former 
collection, p. 118. 


92 . ec ad. cc. 
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ter, who is thought to be a flame of 
the young monarch,+ and is a maid of 
honour to the princeſs Elizabeth 4 to 
whom her mother has been governeſs. 
The count has, by his firſt lady, a 
ſon and four daughters, The ſon 1s 
on his travels; the eldeſt daughter, 
married to a Livonian nobleman, 1s 
ſtill here with her father; the ſecond, 
about ſixteen, is very pretty and 
agreeable; the two youngeſt are chil- 
dren, The company aſſembled at his 
houſe about five in the afternoon, It 
was very numerous, conſiſting of the 
families above-mentioned, except the 
traders. As to the outward appear- 
ance of this large group, a few had 


+ Peter II. See note t p. 11. of the former 


volume 


t Second daughter of Peter the Great, and 
empreſs 1741. She died, unmarried, 1762. 
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the air of gentility, but the reſt you 
would have laughed at. They were 
violently dreſſed, but in things that 
ſeemed to have been the ſhew-dreſs of 
the family for atleaſt three generations, 
and the manner and addreſs of the 
wearers of the ſame ſtanding. When 
the ceremony was over, the married 
couple ſtood hand in hand, while every 
individual of this large company came 
up to them, and made a very low bow, 
or curtſey. The muſick then ſtruck 
up, and the dancing began, which 
conſiſted of minuets, and Poliſn dan- 
ces. They are danced by ſeveral cou- 
ples in a boree ſtep ; the firſt couple 
{ets the figure, and all the reſt follow 
them without ever lettinggo their part- 
ners hands. At different parts of the 
tune they ſtrike the heels of their ſhoes 
together in a kind of cadence. When 


the company was ſeated, to my great 
ſurpriſe 


Pg 
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ſurpriſe and joy, Mr. Ward handed a 
fine woman, at leaſt turned of forty, 
dreſſed entirely in the Engliſh faſn- 
ion, only as it was worn about five 
years ago. She addreſſed me in Ger- 
man, and I obſerved a. general ſmile 
on our meeting. Mr, Ward (aid, 


% Madam, my wife ſpeaks no Ger. 


*« man, ſo you will be ſo good as to 
„ ſpeak Engliſh.” She anſwered, in 
perfectly good Engliſh, © You know, 
« fir, I have forgot Engliſh”; nor 
would ſhe ſpeak one word more the 
whole evening. It ſeems, Mr. Ward 
was her inſtructor in the Engliſh 
tongue, and it was to this lady that I 
uſed to ſend clothes over every year, 
and on which, you may remember, 
your father and Mr. M. uſed to be fo 
merry with him as to his cruelty : and 
after I obſerved the above-mentioned 
ſmile, I recollected having ſent over 
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( 24 ) 
thoſe ſhe then wore, which made me 
know who ſhe was, and conſequently 
obſerve her narrowly. She moſt cer- 
tainly has been handſome. She ſeemed 
delighted at his finding her in an ex- 
alted ſtate, and with the title of ex- 
cellence, though not very fond of him 
who has given her a right to it. She 
has not yet viſited me, and, it muſt 
be confeſſed, it is a nice point, But 
this lady has carried me away from my 
ſubject, We had a grand ſupper, at 
which we ſat from nine o'clock till 
near one, when we took our leaves, as 
I now will of you, as in duty bound, 
&c. 


LE. 
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LELI 4H v2, 


Moſcow, 1729. 


ELL, my dear madam, at laſt 

you have made ample repara- 
tion for your long ſilence, and it was 
a very agreeable ſurpriſe to me, about 
a week ago, to ſee your hand on the 
direction of a letter which muſt have 
met one of mine to you on the road. 
I find Miſs * 's intelligence was true, 
in relation to Lord.. And ſo you 
have actually diſmiſſed his lordſhip. 


* This and all the following are in date the 


VIIch, VIIIch, IXth, Xth, XIth, XIIth, aad 
XIIIch. 


I doubt 
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] doubt not but your reaſons for fo 
doing were good; though if you had 
no other but what you meation, I muſt 
think he 1s unfortunate, in miſſing 
oreat happineſs by your having a 
wrong opinion of your merits, and 
ſuſpecting his ſincerity, when he pro- 
feſſed himſelf captivated with your 
perſon, and not with your fortune, 
But as I am now never likely to know 
him, let us talk of other matrers, 
Lour deſires are to me commands; 
ſo you ſhall be obeyed in the queſtion 
you aſk, conceraing the younger part 
of Mr, * **s family, though I own 
my curioſity is much raifed to know 
what can have occaſioned your aſking 
it. This family then conſiſts of two 
ſons and a daughter; the father and 
mother, as you, I find, know, were 
in a low rank in their own country, but 
do not want pride, now their affairs 
f are 


Py 


©. 
are better, and ſo keep up their chil- 
dren very cloſe, as they think them of 
vaſt conſequence. The eldeſt fon, 
about twenty, is a genteel young man, 
neither pertly forward, nor baſhfully 
diffident. The daughter, about 
eighteen, is very handſome, or, I be- 
heve I ſhould rather ſay, pretty, but a 
little aukward; which poſſibly proceeds 
trom her mother's treating her as a 
child, always ſaying, © the child” does 
lo and ſo, The youngeſt fon is about 
twelve or thirteen, a luſty, handſome, 
rude boy. We had lately a little ball, 
only for our country folks, to return 
thoſe they had made for us. The two 
heads of this family, with their eldeſt 
{on and daughter, were of the party. I 
obſerved, that the ſon behaved very 
properly, but that the young lady decli- 
ned dancing, and her brother talking 
eagerly to her every time ſhe —_ 


| 
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and ſhe looking diſpleaſed, I took the 
opportunity of their talking together 
to exprels to her ſome wonder that ſhe 
declined dancing, and aſked, if ſhe 
was not well, I hope, you will do 
me the juſtice to believe me more in- 
clined to pity than mirth on her an- 
ſwering, Yes, very well, but ! 
* aſhamed to dance, and wiſh I was 
* at home, where I know brother 
« Peter is pure merry with the maids, 
* for mamma charged them to play 
« with him.” In the courſe of the eve- 
ning, Mr.“ *, who loves his bottle, 
and had made rather too free with it, 
began to make a kind of love to all 
the young girls, by turns, which, it 
ſeems, is his conſtant cuſtom, when 
he has drank freely, and ſome of the 
company told me, that he was very 
entertaining when he was in one of 


thoſe humours; but as the buffoonery 
of 
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of a drunkard never could amuſe me, 
did not mind him, till I ſaw him ad- 
dreſs himſelf to this poor girl, who 
wiſhed ſo much to be at home. Com- 
paſſion then got the better of my diſ- 
like to intoxication, and I went and 
ſat down next to her. Juſt as I did ſo, 
he was ſaying, with a theatrical air, 
« She is fair, ye Gods! how heavenly 
„ fair!” - While ſhe, with a hunch 
of her elbow, ſaid, * Let me alone.” 
He inſtantly made another quotation 
quite proper to the occaſion, The 
poor thing, in ſpite of all I could urge 
to perſuace her to ſay nothing, as na. 
ture andeducation unfortunately made 
her incapable of ſaying any thing to 
the purpoſe, would cry, every time 
he uttered one of theſe theatrical 
ſpeeches, © Do be quiet, you ugly 
„thing,“ and ſo forth; and he utter- 
ing ſuch a number of theſe whim 


ar 


whams 
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whams, ſo pat to the purpoſe, and 
with ſo much humour, that it was im- 
poſſible not to ſuffer a laugh to get the 
better (for the moment, at leaſt) of 


humanity, I tried all I could to find 


out. whether want of education alone 
was the occaſion of this poor thing's 


manner, or whether want of ſenſe were 
not added to it; but really cannot 
ſay; though I do not think that ſhe 


has ſomuch folly, as real baſhfulneſs, 
in her pretty face. Mr. Ward fays, 
he gueſſes that the * * family have 
ſet you to make this enquiry, from 
fears of a ſcheme for the one who is 
here. But, I dare ſay, they may be 
eaſy on that head; though as it is 
known here, that, if the eldeſt brother 
leaves no children, he is worth catch- 


ing, I think they run a riſk by leaving 
him here, though he does not want 
ſenſe ſo much as prudence. You may 


2 remember 
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remember to have heard, that for- 
merly black teeth were eſteemed a 
beauty in Ruſſia, and vhat they dyed 
them black, Laſt week the wife of 
an admiral whom I had aſſiſted with 
a medicine preſcribed in a lying-in, 
and that could not be got at any ſhop, 
came to make me a viſit of thanks. She 
is exceedingly handfome, though not 
very young, when her mouth is ſhur, 
but as frightful when it is open, her 
teeth being dyed black and fhining, 
as if japanned, I really fear that I 
ſtarted, when ſhe firſt opened her 
mouth, Mr. Ward fays, he hardly 
thought any one had uſed this diſguiſe 
ſo lately as her age indicates, And ſs 
with theſe black teeth I will bid you 
farewell, &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER VI. 


Moſcow, 1729. 


WHA an unreaſonable woman 
are you, my dear madam, to 
make ſo ſtrange a uſe of the lenity of 
your ſpouſe (as your good couſin calls 
him,) of: ſuffering you to write in 
three or four months, inſtead of twelve, 
to ſet me the almoſt impoſſible taſł of 
giving you an account of the fall of 
Menzikoff! He is quite forgotten 
here; but by aſking queſtions the fol- 
lowing is what I have learned. On 
his ſhewing an intention of ſetting his 
daughter on the throne, the nobility 
grew jealous, and wiſhed his ruin. He 
was ſo ſenſible of this, that he had ba- 
Pp niſhed 
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niſhed many, and deſigned doing 1o 
by many more. The young monarch 
never ſaw any one, except at the draw- 
iag- room, where he himſelf was always 
at his elbow, but his preceptors, his 
fiſter,* about a year older than himſelf, 
the princeis Elizabeth, his aunt, then 
about fifteen, and Menzikoff's family. 
Things were in this ſituation, when 
Menzikoff had finiſhed a church at a 
country-houſe, of which he was very 
fond, about twelve miles farther from 
Peterſburgh than Peterhoff, to which 
laſt place he carried the emperor, and 
his ſiſter, and left them there, while 
he went to the firſt to prepare all things 
to receive the young monarch with 
the utmoſt magnificence, who was to 
be preſent at the dedication of this 
church, and,. as many ſuppoled, then, 


* Princeſs Nathalia. 
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and there to matry his daughter. 
Againſt the day appointed for this 
ceremony, a plot had been prepared, 
contrived, it is ſuppoſed, by count 
Oſterman, who was preceptor to the 
emperor. He had aſked Menzikoff's 
leave to remain ſome days at Peter- 
ſburgh, after his pupil went to Pe- h 
terhoff; which was granted. Amongit fe 
thoſe under ſentence of baniſhment 40 
was a nobleman very much in years, ¶ p! 
and one that the poor little monarch W « 
loved. Ofterman had prepared and 
inſtructed all his actors, and early in 
the morning of the day that the ſove- 
reign was to go to Menzikoff's, this 
old lord came abruptly into the room 
where he and his ſiſter were at break- 
faſt, and ſaid, he had, by the abſence | 
of Menzikoff, the comfort of ſeeing MW © 

his majeſty once more, and he ſhould MW «© | 


now die _ The poor child anſwered, W fon 
6 Why | 
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« Why do you talk of dying? are 
c“ you ill?“ He then burſt into tears, 
and ſaid, as he was baniſhed, at his 
age it was next to a certainty that he 
ſhould never return. The child ex- 
claimed, Baniſhed : who has ba- 
« niſhed you?“ He ſaid, Menzikoff 
had been ſo daring as to ſend an order 
from his Majeſty to baniſh him. I 
« never gave any ſuch order,” re- 
plied the child, nor ſhall you go. 
« Oh ſiſter!” faid he, crying, what 
* ſhall I do? he ſhall not go.” She, 
as inſtructed, ſaid, ** Do, dear father, 
« retire for a little while, or my bro. 
&« ther will cry himſelf fick,” He did 
ſo; and when he was gone, ſhe ſaid, 
“ Do, brother, ſend for my aunt, and 
% adviſe with her what to do, to get 
you out of this tyrant's power, who 
« treats you 111.” He ordered a per- 
ſon to go for her; but was anſwered, 
| D 2 that 
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that a meſſenger was juſt arrived from 
her to his majeſty. 

He was admitted, and ſaid, that the 
princeſs was ſetting out that morning 
to wait on his majeſty, but that prince 
Menzikoff had taken all her horſes, 
ſaying, he wanted them. This threw 


the poor child into a freſh paſſion of 


tears and bewailing. The princeſs 
then adviſed him to ſend for his pre- 
ceptor, and conſult with him. This 
was done, but it took up ſo much 
time, that Menzikoff arrived to fetch 
the emperor jult after Oſterman came 
into the room to him. The child flew 
to him, clung to him, and ſaid, © [ 
« will not ſee Menzikoff,” The 
count ſaid, ©& Pray, ſir, be compoſed. 
« Your guards moſt certainly will not 
« Jet him come in, if you order them 
©« not,” Hecried out, © I do order 


« them.” Juſt as Menzikoff appeared 
2 p at 
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at the door of the antechamber, the 


centries croſſed their muſkets, which 


denied him entrance. He expoſtula- 
ted, but to no purpoſe; ſo he retired, 
and returned to his own houſe from 
whence he fine where in about an 
hour he was arreſted by the emperor's 
orders, and ſent away towards Siberia 
with all his family, that very night, 
and the guards that were on the ſpot 
took the oaths to the young emperor, 
as did all thoſe at Peterſburgh the 
next day, whither he and his ſiſter 
went in the morning. Does not this 
appear like a puppet-ſhew ? A ſuper- 
annuated old man, and two children, 
overturn an empire. For ſuch in ef- 
fect it was, by overturning the regent. 
Now how much better might we have 
employed our time by prattling of our 
own affairs and our ownlelves, than 
D 3 of 
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of cocks and bulls, and pye men, nay 
or even of emperors, that we have 
nothing to do with. But you com- 
mand, and I obey, as becomes, &c. 
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LETTER VII. 


Moſcow, Oct. 1729. 


Dear Siſter, 


TI is the laſt letter you will be 
plagued with from the Ruſſian 
bear, till the ſummer, as this is the 
laſt ſhip for this ſeaſon, and we are 
now preparing for the winter, and I 
own that the apparatus frights me, 
Mr. Ward yeſterday brought me home 
fome very handſome ſcarlet damaſk, 
I thought, for a night gown ; but be- 
fore I could thank him, out came 
from the ſame parcel a great fur, like 
a petticoat in ſhape, but, to all ap- 
pearance, of a weight that no animal 
D 4 with 
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with only two legs could carry it, 
This, he told me, was for a ſoube, or 
gown to travel in, or to wear to any 
place where ceremony 1s not required, 
For more ceremonious occaſions there 
was crimſon velvet, and ermine to 
line it, for a cloak, and a broad fore. 
head-cloth of black velvet, lined with 
ſattin, and a muMler under the chin, 
that is faſtened to it on the temples; 
ſo that only eyes, mouth, and noſe are 
leen. It is fo contrived that it may 
be worn with the head full-dreſſed, 
without diſordering the hair or cap, 
but when I travel, I am to have a fur 
cap over it, and no other head-dreſs, 
As it is, I am ſo diſguiſed you would 
hardly {know me, for, at your bro- 
ther's deſire, I went into the dreſs of 
the country very ſoon atter I got here, 
and found that he judged right, as it 
prevented much ſtaring at me. At 

| the 
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the wedding of our governor*, I ob- 
ſerved a lady, with a picture of the 
empreſs Catherine hung to a blue rib- 
bon on her left ſide, ornamented with 
diamonds. After dancing a minuet 
with a plain-drefled, but gentleman- 
like man, he ſaid, in rather broken 
Engliſh, Madam, pray give me 
* leave to introduce my wife to you, 
* who would have been to wait on you 
„ before now, but ſhe has been ill, 
and this is the ficſt day of her going 
© out.” He then brought this pic- 
ture-lady ro me, who entertained me 
very politely, and told me who all the 
company were, and made me a vilit 
the next day, and we are become as 
intimate as the diſtance between us 
will admit of, ſhe living chiefly at 
Cronſtadt, her huſband being a ſea- 


Count Munich, See a former letter. 
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officer. 
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officer. She is daughter to the cler- 
gyman to whom the empreſs Catherine 
was a ſervant when ſhe married her 
firſt huſband, the Swediſh corporal. 
When ſhe came to be empreſs, ſhe ſent 
for this clergyman and his family, and 
gave them a penſion, and often went 
to ſee them, and took this daughter 
about herſelf, and always ſhewed great 
love for her. The emperor married 
her to this gentleman, and gave her a 
fortune, and, on her marriage, ſhe 
had this picture pinned on her breaſt 
by the empreſs. They are both good 
fort of people, and, I believe, a very 
happy couple. This ſurpriſing wo- 
man, who, from being the wite of a 
corporal, became that of a monarch, 
has ſo far raiſed my curioſity as to 
make me very inquiſitive as to any 
anecdotes about her; and by all the 


information J can get, I think that, 
if 
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if ſhe had died four or five years be- 
fore the great Peter, ſhe would have 
made a great figure in hiſtory ; for 
gallantry with a monarch, or, more 
properly ſpeaking, the gallantries ſhe 
had had, before her marriage with 
him, would have been overlooked. 
But you ſay, why do not I tell you 
her hiſtory, as I have heard it here ? 
now though this will ſpin out this let- 
ter to an unreaſonable length, I tell 
you that ſhe was ſervant in the family 
of a clergyman in Finland, as nurſery- 
maid to this above-mentioned lady. 
She married a Swediſh corporal, and 
vas taken by a party of Ruſſians, ſome 
ſay, on the wedding-day, others ſay, 
the next day, No one knows what 
was the fate of her huſband. She was 
by General Baure, who commanded 
the party, given to prince Menzikoff, 


as were many more Swediſh female 
priſoners. 
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priſoners. He was ſo fond of her, as 
to be jealous, and kept her very cloſe 
Somebody told the emperor what a 
beautiful Swediſh girl Menzikoff had, 
but that he ſuffered no one to ſee her. 
The emperor ſaid, he would go di- 
rectly to Menzikoff's, and tell him he 
wanted one of his Swediſh girls to get 
up his linen, and that his informer 
ſhould make him ſuch a ſign when the 
perſon he mentioned appeared. They 
went that moment. The monarch 
made his propoſed requeſt ; ſeveral 
were produced, without the ſign being 
made. On which the emperor ſaid, 
* I am ſure, you have more, and I 
inſiſt on ſeeing them all.” She then 
was produced, and he took her home 
with him, and, after ſome years co- 
habitation with her, at laſt made her 
his wife, and continued very fond of 
her till he diſcovered an intrigue be- 

tween 
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tween her and one ot her attendants, 
who was taken up on ſome other pre- 
tence, and condemned to loſe his head. 
This fentence was executed, and the 
emperor carried her in a cloſe coach 
ro ſee him ſuffer, I leave you to form 
to yourlelf the ſituation into which 
that ſight, and his upbraidings, mult 
put her. However, he ſhewed no 
outward reſentment, on his children's 
account; but it was generally ſup- 
poſed, that as foon as they were mar- 
ried, ſhe would have ſeverely felt his 
reſentment; and her very diſſolute 
life, after his death, made every one 
fay, that ſhe merited any ſeverity he 
could have ſhewn her. Some years 
before this a man was admitted to the 
preſence of the emperor, whom, after 
he had talked with him ſome time, he 
locked into his apartment, and went 
himſelf to that of the empreſs ; after 


ſome 
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ſome ſtay there, ſhe came out with 
him, and went to his in great com- 
motion, where ſhe was heard to ex- 
claim, It is he!” and in the courſe 
of three hours, that they two and this 
unknown man were topether, ſhe was 
heard to weep much and often repeat, 
« You promiſe me, he ſhall not be 
* hurt.“ He, without any paſſion, 
anſwered, © I do promiſe, on my ho- 
„ nor, and pity him enough to do 
« every thing for his eaſe and advan- 
te tage.” This man was ſent away in 
the night, and was ſuppoſed to be the 
corporal [her huſband]. She was in 
ſtrong hyſtericks all that night, and 
he very tender over her. But you 
muſt be glad that my paper ſtands 
your friend, 


LET- 
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LETTER VIII. 


Moſcow, Oct. 1729. 


1 AM now, my dear ſiſter, to give 
you ſome account of myſelf and 
this new ſcene and new faces; for 1 
thought otherwiſe it would be too long 
a ſilence, a thing that we are both 
(you know) accuſed of not loving by 
any means. This is a charge to which 
I plead guilty and hope fo do you, as 
I ſhould not love you fo well, if it 
were not ſo; for reſerve to me ren- 
ders ſociety more diſagreeable than 
any one thing I know. I can fit alone 
with great chearfulneſs, as my mind 
is active enough to make many agree- 
able converſations preſent in ima- 
gination 3 
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gination; but to fit in company, or, 
more properly ſpeaking, in preſence, 
of people who only now and then 
break in on my thoughts by a formal 
ſentence or two, to which I muſt an- 
ſwer with great circumſpection, is in- 
tolerable. So, pray, let us prate with 
our uſual freedom; in ſpite of the 
laughers and prudent ones. I fhall 
paſs over our journey, which was not, 
you may ſuppoſe, the molt entertain- 
ing, as I was condemned to that ſame 
odious ſilence, unleſs when we met to 
cat, when, I fear, my tongue took 
care to ule its liberty at the expence 
of your poor brother's ears. But he 
has uſed that flippant little machine 
to ſuch indulgence, that it has no 
conſtraint from his preſence. I had a 
thouſand queſtions to aſk, © What 
« was ſuch a thing, that we paſſed at 


«* ſuch and ſuch a time? oh dear, how 
could 
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* could you ſleep? I longed to aſk 
„ you then.” I hate theſe machines 
that hold only one perſon. I can only 
ſleep in the night, and look at the 
ſcenes we pals, when it is light, and 
ſo forth, till I was again ſhut up 
alone in my cradle“, for ſuch my ma- 


This vehicle and mode of travelling have 
been lately more fully deſcribed by Mr, Coxe. 
Os account of the narrowneſs of the roads, 
each perſon had a ſeparate carriage. There 
« are various kinds of ſledges uſed for travel. 
ling in this country; ſome are entirely cloſe; 
others quite open; thoſe which we employed 
«« were partly open and partly covered. A 
fſledge of this fort is ſhaped like a cradle; 
«« its tilt, which riſes from the hinder extre- 
« mity, and projects to about two feet, was 
«« open in front, but provided with curtains, 
«« which might be drawn and tied together 
„ whenever the weather was ſevere, The out- 
«+ ſide was ſecured with matting and oil-ſkin ; 
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chine appeared. Well, we arrived at 
laſt, found a houſe taken for us, and 
are now folerably ſettled in it. The 
foreign minifters, and their ladies, 
have viſited, and we have returned the 
viſits; though this 1s, I find, looked 
on as a condeſcenſion in thoſe ladies, 
as your poor brother's title of Con- 
ful“ only does not tack the © Ex- 
* cellence” to it, and has coſt me 
ſome trouble to hinder my own fer- 
vants from giving, and 1 am no way 


% and the infide with coarſe cloth. Within 
„ was a mattfaſs, feather-bed, and coverlid, ot 
« quilt, of coarſe cloth. Jn this travelling 
„% couch I ſometimes lay extended at full 
% length; ſometimes ſat croſs-legged like a 
« Turk; and at other times raiſed myſelf on a 
«© ſeat formed by twe cuſhions. Each fledge 
« was drawn by two horſes, harneſſed one be- 
«« fore the other; &c. Traue, into Ruſſia, 
£6 &c,” | 


ambitious 
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ambitious of. Amongſt theſe high 
folks there are two very agreeable, the 
duke of Liria, miniſter from Spain, 
and the French conſul. The firſt is 
ſon to the duke of Berwick“, talks 
perfect Engliſh, and has the manners 
and freedom of our country, He is 
fond of ſpeaking Engliſh, and of mor- 
tifiying the German pride, that reigns 
amongſt the other excellences, which 
he does with great humour and good 
nature, He has a great ſuite, and 
gentlemen of different nations amongſt 
them, but has quartered himſelf upon 


Natural ſon to K. James II, by Mrs. 
Arabella Churchill, the duke of Marlborough's 
ſiſter. He was killed at the ſiege of Philip- 
ſburgh, 1734. His ſon, the above-mentioned 
duke, is now livipg, and has a ſon, flyled Mar- 
queſs of Jamaica, married to the youngeſt 
daughter of Prince Guſtavus of Stolberg. Cha. 
Steuart, called count of Albany, married the 
eldeſt, 

2 us 
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us every Thurſday to eat a joint of 
meat roaſted in the Engliſh manner. 
He then comes alone, and no other is 
ever invited, but General Teſſin, the 
Holſtein miniſter, and Monſ. Viller- 
deau, the French conſul, who are both 
moſt polite, chearful, and ſenſible 
companions, and have in ſome mea- 
ſure reverſed the characters of their 
country; the firſt being full of viva- 
city, and the other of grave humour, 
to which his having refided many years 
in Spain may have contributed. The 
two laſt are batchelors, and the dut- 
cheſs of Liria is in Spain; ſo I am the 
only female of this group; Hitherto I 
have only talked of myſelf. The place, 
as I have only ſeen it in winter, affords 
little matter, and I can hardly bear 
the thoughts of ſeeing it in ſummer, 
as then I find I muſt ſubmit to be in 
a very painful ſituation, Mr. Ward 
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being obliged, during the ſhipping 
ſcaſon, to be at Peterſburgh and chu- 
ſing I ſhould ſtay here. And that the 
government bulineſs may not ſuffer, 
while he 1s taking care of the trade, 
Mr. Rondeau alſo remains here. This 
1s, I own, the hardeſt trialof my obe- 
dience he has inflicted. ſince I promi- 
ſed it; but obeyed he ſhall be in this, 
as well as inall things elſe, however 
grievous to me. His health makes 
me tremble at the very thoughts of 
being ablent from him, as it requires 
tender nurſing, Come, fortitude, to- 
my aid ! as it did, when E parted with 
a fond father, from. whoſe preſence I 
had: never been a fortnight in my 
whole life, till I left him to come into 
a ſtrange country. But, alas! I then 
had a comfort I ſhalk now be deprived 
of. 1 fancy I now ſee you run into 
the next roam with Oh.! poor thing: 
E 3 his, 
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« his health is rot better, I find, as 
** ſhe and we hoped it would!” and 
then read this part of my letter, and 
our grave eldeſt ſiſter ſay, If ſhe 
** would not make ſuch a fuſs about 
„ his health, it would be better,” 
The next ſenior ſays, It is pity ſhe 
is ſo childiſh, but ſhe cannot help 
it, ſo I pity her.” Tell our brother 
in the King's Bench walks, I deſign to 
anſwer his letter by ſhipping, but that, 
for all his bar wit, he would give his 
ears to be as truly beloved by a chear- 
ful female as his brother is by one who 
loves him for that brother's ſake, as 
well as his own merit; nay, and that 
all the law quirks cannot, ſhall not, 
alter that love, I had almoſt forgot 
to tell you, that I have ſeen the great 
bell; it is indeed ſurpriſing ; but I dare 
not venture to tell you the weight, for 


fcar of telling an untruth; this, how. 
ever, 
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ever, I can tell you without that ha- 
zard, it is not ſo heavy as my heart is 
at the thoughts of this untoward ſe- 
paration. Loves, &c. you know, are 
things of courſe. I am, &c. 
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LETTER 1X. 


Moſcow, 1729. 


Jeu ſay, my dear madam, that 

Mr. ö has commanded you 
to aſk me, if I have ſeen any Slabo- 
dians yet, and what I think of them; 
and add, that his ſmile, at giving the 
order, was gayer than uſual ; which 
has raiſed your curioſity, to know 
whether theſe Slabodians are two or 
four-legged animals, and beg me to 


be ſpeedy in fatisfying your impatience, - 


as well as that of your two ſiſters. 
But firſt, I muſt tell you, that you 
have raiſed mine to as high a pitch to 
guels 


— 
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gueſs which of my old acquaintance 
could have the power ſo far to ſtea} 
away the profound and natural gra- 
vity of my name-ſake, as to-make her 
do a rude thing. Had it been the 
lively Maria, I ſhould not have won- 
dered that a ſmall matter ſhould ſtrike 
her imagination in ſo Judicrous a light 
as to get the better of her good breed- 
ing for a moment; and I am almoſt 
tempted to defer anſwering your queſ- 
tion till you have let me into the ſe- 
cret of who, and to which of you, this 
laughable lover comes; for that, I 
think F am ſure, is the caſe, But, for 
once, I will truſt your generoſity, that 
your next ſhall gratify my curioſity, 
and come to the Slabodians. Sla- 
« bode,” in the Ruſſian language, rs 
a © ſuburb” in ours. Now theſe 
* animals”, as you very emphatically 


call them, have only two legs that ave 
viſible; 
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viſible ; but, from many circumſtan- 
ces, one would imagine that they had 
two more that are hid. However 
that be, from their having inhabited 
this very Slabode, time out of mind, 
they are now called Slabodians. The 
anceſtors of them were moſt certainly 
men, of almoſt all nations, who came 
to ſettle in this country in different 
occupations ; but all inhabited this 
place, as being the moſt convenient 
for them. In courſe of years, they, 
and their deſcendants, as they grew 
up, married amongſt each other, and 
each family, retaining their original 
language, is now become a mixture of 
them all, without any one's being per- 
fet. None of them now are of any 
viſtble profeſſion, nor are they known 
to have any poſſeſſions, but live in 
houſes, with equipages, ſervants, &c. 
like people of the furſt rank. Several 
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of them, whom Mr, Ward formerly 
knew, have viſited us. One family, 
whoſe predominant mixture is Ruſ- 
ſian, German, and Engliſh, invited us 
to dinner, they called it; J can find 
no name for it. The company was 
very large, of each ſex; but the din- 
ner, for number of diſhes, and the 
quantity each contained, FI gueſs ſuf- 
ficient to have fed the whole nation, 
from which each of their progenitors 
came. At this enormouſly loaded 
table we ſat four hours. My poor 
arms were quite fatigued with giving 
away plates, each loaded with enough 
to have dined me for a week; but if I 
was at farſt- ſurpriſed at the quantity 
on the table, I was aſtoniſhed at that 
which every Slabodian ſwallowed, and 
could not have ſuppoſed any human 
ſtomach could have contained it. 
They drank in proportion, except 
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two or three pretty young girls, next 
to one of whom Mr, Ward placed 
Mr, Rondeau, with a ſmile, which, I 
thought, had meaning. Theſe ladies, 
though helped, or at leaſt offered, of 
every thing as the others were, did not 
eat the quantity of the leg of a lark. 
Mr. Rondeau took great pains, and 
profeſſed great concern at the loſs of 
appetite of her that ſat next him, by 
offering and propoſing every diſh to 
her; till an old gentleman, on the op- 
polite fide of the table, roared out, 
Sir, do not give yourſelf ſo much 
C trouble about my daughter; ſhe 
* will not eat here; it is not the 
„ faſhion amongſt us for unmarried 
laſſes to eat before folks; but I 
< warrant ſhe had taken care to line 
her inſide well, before ſhe came out, 
„ and will ſtuff like a devil, when 
< ſhe gets home.“. Guels at the face 

this 
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this ſpeech produced in a man na- 
turally delicate, and bred among the 
politeft circles, He gave Mr. Ward 
and me, who ſat next each other, ſuch 
a look as had nearly put ine into my 
poor nameſake's caſe,* Well, at laſt, 
to my great joy, we roſe, and the la- 
dies were conducted into a drawing- 
room, where were ſet out on a long 
table coffee, tea, chocolate, and a pro- 
fuſion of cakes of all forts, of which 
the married ladies ate, as if they had 
kept the unmarried ones faſt for the 
four preceding hours. When this was 
over, and a freſh cargo of cakes and 
ſweet-meats of all ſorts ſet on a ſide- 
board, the card parties were ſeated, 
and the gentlemen favoured us with 
their company, as lookers on, moſt 
of them with long pipes in their 


® See page 57» 
mouths, 
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mouths, which really rendered the 
room almoſt inſufferable. Theſe 
obliging attendants, with. great gal- 
lantry, frequently pulled the pipe out 
of their mouths, and with that in one 
hand, and cake and ſweetmeats in the 
other, offered them to the ladies, As 
their number was large, this gallantry, 


from ſome one or other of them, was 


almoſt inceſſant. No refuſal was ta- 
ken. I obſerved, the Slabodian ſto- 
machs ſtill found room for this regale. 
That of your humble ſervant was al- 
moſt overſet, and I trembled leſt my 
pockets would hold no more, when 
we were ſummoned to a ſupper as plen- 
tiful as the dinner; where, to my 
aſtoniſhment, room was ſtil found in 
all the ſtomachs, but ours and the 
poor ſingle girls, who durſt not touch 
4 bit. We ſat at this meal till one in 


the morning, and then were diſſmiſſed 
1 with 


1 
% r WW ee OTE WP 


( 63 ) 
with many apologies for the ſmallneſs 
of our entertainment. I forgot to tell 
you, that drams of all ſorts were ſer- 
ved ſeveral times during each of theſe 
gorging matches, and we were told by 
the ſeniors of each ſex, how neceſſary 
they were in this cold country, I 
never, I think, rejoiced ſo much as 
- when I got home, to unload my poc- 
kets, and laugh: but am reſolved never 
to go to another Slabodian dinner, 
Now do you determine whether a Sla- 
bodian is worth catching. If you 
chuſe it, I will ſend you one, pipe 
and all, being, &c. 


LET- 


( &4 3 
LETTER X. 


Moſcow, 1728, 


Nen e ſpouſe” will have heard 
that Mr. Ward is returned to Pe- 
terſburgh, ſo that you will fancy I 
make a miſtake in dating this from 
Moſcow. 1 wiſh i did, but I am left 
here, as you may ſuppoſe, in a very 
diſagreeable ſituation, as his health 
gives me a thouſand fears, belide the 
loſs of his company. I have a female 
friend, or, more properly ſpeaking, 
an acquaintance, who ſtays with me 
till his return; as being in the houſe 
with Mr. Rondeau alone would have 
been attended with very diſagreeable 

reſtraint, 
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reſtraint, if I had only ſervants; though 
his converſation, as it is now, is a 
great conſolation to me. The duke 
of Liria has taken me under his pro- 
tection; and the mentioning this pro- 
tector puts it in my head to bring 
you acquainted with the ſet of com- 
pany I now converſe with, which are 
the miniſters from different courts. 
His grace is miniſter from Spain, and 


is ſon to the duke of Berwick. He 
is alſo very agreeable, very lively, 


very polite, and good-natured. Count 
MWratteſlaus, miniſter from the empe- 
ror of Germany, is a great talker, and 
drinks hard, but conſequently is not 
always the moſt agreeable company. 
France has at preſent only a charge des 
affaires and a conſul. The firſt, Monſ. 
Mangion, la la, no harm, nor much 
amuſement, The other, Monſ. Vil- 

F . lerdeau, 
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lerdeau, a very ſenſible, polite, friendly 
man, and a moſt agreeable companion. 
Denmark has Monſ. Weſtphal, a for- 
mal, ſenfible man, who is a walking 
chronicle of this country, where he 
has reſided, in his preſent capacity, 
near thirty years. Sweden Mon. 
Ditmar, an old ſoldier, in all the wars 
of Charles XII, who has been nearly 
as long in this country as the other; 
many years of the time a priſoner of 
war in Siberia, and ſpeaks the lan- 
guage of this country as well as a na- 
tive; achearful, good-natured, friend- 
ly man. Poland Mon. LA Fort. He 
Has a wife, of whom more by and by. 
Holftein Count Bondy, who has alto 
2 wife, of whom alſo by and by; al:o 
General Teſſin, a well-bred, agree- 
able ſoldier, Holland Monſ. Swarzt, 
a very young man. The reſident 

| from 
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from the emperor, beſides count 
Wratteſlaus, is Monſ. Hockholſt, who 
has a wife. Now for the ladies. Ma- 
dame Bondy is handſome, but did not 
invent gun- powder, has had rather a 
low education. Count Wratteſlaus is 
her great admirer, but it is only flir- 
tation, Madame La Fort has been 
handſome, is lively, witty, and has al. 
ways been bred in a court. His grace 
of Liria is her dangler. She has an 
aſſembly every evening, and does the 
honours very well. She loves play, 
and does not loſe by it. Madame Hock - 
holſt is neither young nor handſome, 
bur very good natured. She is do- 
meſtick, and, having no children, has 
2 nurſery of dogs, and is trouble. 
ſome with her fondneſs of them, but 
is fo complaiſant, as to confine them 
to their nurſery, when any one is with 
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her that does not love them. Here is 
alſo, in this ſervice, General La Fort, 
nephew to the famous favourite of the 
great Peter. This is an amiable man, 
and has as amiable a wife and daugh- 
ter, who are my very good neigh- 
bours, General Bondy and. his lady 
are alſo agreeable. This is the ſer I 
chiefly converſe with, though there 
are ſome others that 1 vilit, 

I was much ſurpriſed to receive a 


letter lately from Miſs * * ** I con- 


cluded ſhe had long fince changed her 
name, but find that affair is all at an 
end, and I will truſt to your prog- 
noſticks another time; though 1 
own, I then accuſed you, in my own 
mind, of a little pique in your judg- 
ment. I am glad you are likely to 
produce a play - fellow to my ſweet 
little man. I am obliged to you 
for your wiſhes for my company, but, 

alas! 


CI: 
in our ſuburb, to a church in the city, 
on horſeback, attended by a nume- 
rous train of nobility, preceded by a 
party of the chevalier guards, Theſe 
are a body of men inſtituted (I think) 
by the empreſs Catherine. Every 
private man of them ranks as a lieu- 
tenant, Their dreſs is in the old Ro- 
man military garb, very rich, and their 
duty only about the perſon of the ſo- 
vereign. Then came a large number 
of the great officers of the court; then 
his imperial majeſty, between a field- 
marſhal on his right, and his governor, 
count Oſterman,“ on his left; then 
another train of officers of the court, 
and nobility ; the whole cloſed by 
another party of the ſame guards. A 
tucky ſtop, and a good place, gave 


'* High Chancellor of Ruſſia, and prime 
miaiſter, in 1740. 


me 
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me a full view of him. He appeared 
tall of his age, has light-brown hair, 
blue eyes, rather a handſome face, and, 
I fancy, a fine complexion ; but tan- 
ned like a mulatto. He has a very 
grave look; if I were not ſpeaking of 
a monarch, I ſhould ſay, a ſurly one; 
ſo much ſo, that even the bloom of 
youth loſes its pleaſingneſs by it. He 
is, they ſay, very reſerved, and does 
not chuſe to make himſelf maſter of 
any language but his own, He was 
doatingly fond of- his ſiſter,“ and ſhe 
could perſuade him to almoſt any 
thing. One anecdote, I think I can 
be ſure, is true. One of his valet 
de chambres, a Frenchman, was cut- 
ting the princeſs's hair, and ſhe talking 
to him in French, when the emperor 
came into her apartment, and ſaid, 


® See p. 33, &c. 
& Siſter, 
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« Siſter, why do you talk French to 
« him? he ſpeaks better Ruſſian than 
% you do French.” She anſwered, 
«© That is the very reaſon, brother, 
« why I doit; for would it not be 
* ſhameful, that he, who has ſo few 
“ helps, ſhould learn our language 
better than we learn his who have 
helps to it?” He patted her cheek» 
and kiſſed her, and ſaid, I will ap- 
* ply for the future”, and to the man, 
* Do you always ſpeak French to 
me, when you are about me”, This 
princeſs promiſed fair to have in- 
herited her grandfather's genius. 
Count Oſterman made uſe of her in- 
fluence over his pupil to do, or pre- 
vent his doing, any thing he liked or 
diſliked. The day ſhe died, the worth. 
leſs young favourite“ that this young 


Prince Dolghorucki. 
monarch 
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monarch has unhappily taken a fancy 
to, finding count Oſterman in the 
next room to that where her corpſe 
lay, with the greateſt grief painted in 
his face, with a ſneer ſaid to him, 
There lies your princeſs. Now go, 
« and complain of me to her.” Every 
worthy perſon agrees that the empire 
had the greateſt loſs by her death, 
that it has had ſince that of her grand. 
father, and no lovers of the country 
ſpeak of her without tears. - She died 
of a conſumption, and behaved through 
a tedious illneſs like a heroine, Now 
I have talked of what I think little 
better than a ſtory of a cock and a bull, 
I expect you will tell me all about my 
old neighbourhood. How go on the 
handy dandys? Are they ſo fond ſtill, 
or is the honey-moon almoſt over ? 
In ſhort, I inſiſt on being told what 
you are all doing, or no more Ruſſian 
tittle tattle ſhall you have from, &c. 
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CORRECTIONS and ADDITIONS, 

| Note on Gen, Baur,” p. 43. 

Lieut. Gen. Baur was a man of a very low 
extraction in Holſtein, He was only a corpo- 
ral, when he entered the Czar's ſervice. He 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf by ſundry eminent actioas, 
and wasat laſt promoted to the rank of General. 
through prince Menzikoff's recommendation. 

De la Motraye. 

Letter X, ſhould have been dated 1729.” 


ADDITIONAL NOTES, &. on the former 


Volume, 
Letter I. ſhould have been dated Feb. 1728. 
Letter II. — April 1729. 


P, 11. Note i J. 2. for 6 but? P. ſcarce.” 


P. 12. Add ta this note, Prince Menzikoff 
died at Beroſowa, on the moſt diſtant frontiers 
of Siberia, in November 1731. His daughter, 
who had been betrothed to the Emperor, (as 
mentioned in Letter V,) died before her fa- 
ther, in exile. For an account of the burial 


of his other daughter, ſee Letter XXI. 5 
0 13. 


(3-3 


p. t3. Add to Note. She gave great hopes, 
and had an underſtanding much ſuperior to her 
years, See Letter XI. of Vol. II. 


Manſlein's Memoir 4 
_ Letter III. ſhould have been dated Nov. 4, 
1729, 


P. 18. Add as a note on Prince Dolghorucki's 
fiſter“ . This princeſs,” ſays General Man- 
ſtein, „without being abſolutely a beauty, 
« was a very pretty figure : ſhe was above the 
© middle ſtature, and very well ſhaped, She 
<< had ſomething languiſhing in her large blue 
« eyes, and beſides wanted neither wit nor 
education.“ i 


Letter IV ſhould have been dated December 
2, 1729. 


P. 22. Add as a note“ The emperor had 
made ſeveral excurſions and hunting parties on 
the grounds of Dolghorucki, his favourite, who 
giving him one day a breakfaſt at a country 
houſe which he had near Moſcow, preſented 

his 
. 192 


(47 


His ſiſter to him, and he from that moment re- 
Aalved to marry her. 5 % | 
Manſltin's Memoirs. 
P. 23. Add as a note on · palace,“ / 4. ol 
Le Fort, where the er then reſided. 


P. 26. Note on “ nor agreeable,” J. 19. 
It is generally agreed, that he had a good 
heart, à great deal of vivacity and penetration, 
and an excellent memory. It was enough for 
him to hear ny thing once to retain it. 


— Manflein, 


P. 28. I. 16. for * ſixth? r. fixteenth*. 

P. 29. Add note on head-ach,” 7, penult. 
The ignorance of the phyſicians, and the too 
ungovernable vivacity of that prince, were the 
cauſe of his death. He would not bear to re- 
main quiet: he opened a window, and the 
ſmall pox, which had begun to come out, 
ſtruck in again. 

Manſlein. 


P. 32. Add note on J. 11. „“ turbulent 
% one”,* „ The true reaſon,” ſays Gene- 
ral 


- — ye 


| 
l 


all have been dated 1730. 


(99 -3 
ral Man- ..1, © for preferring the dutcheſs of 
«« Courland, was, that ſhe being at Mittau, the 


«© remoteneſs of thatplace would afford time 


% for the firmer eſtabliſhment of the republi- 
% can ſyſtem,” 


7b. Note on J. 13. t She arrived at Mo 
cow, February 25. 
Leiter VI, VII, VIII,. IX, and X, ſhould 


Letter XIII, Jan. 1732. 
Letter XXI— XXIX, both incluſive, 1737. 


Letter XXX, Peterſburgh, 1737. 
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